
                                    RCIA Teaching 2022 Social Justice 

Before Industrial Revolution (19th Century) 

   Farms and small Villages 

   Christian Churches were: 

 Responsible for Social Needs 

    Records, Hospitals, Schools, Orphanages, Poor, etc. 

In the 19th Century everything changed. 

1. Pope Leo XIII 1891 Encyclical [Letter from Pope to All Bishops] 

Rerum Novarum (of new things) 

Criticism of Socialism 

Pope Leo XIII saw socialism as fundamentally flawed, seeking to replace rights and 
Catholic moral teaching with the ideology of state power. He believed that this would 
lead to the destruction of the family unit, where moral, productive individuals were 
taught and raised most successfully. Pope Leo strongly criticizes socialism for seeking 
to replace the rights and duties of parents, families and communities with the central 
supervision of the state.  

Rights and duties 

To build social harmony, the pope proposes a framework of reciprocal rights and duties 
between workers and employers. Some of the duties of workers are:  

• "fully and faithfully" to perform their agreed-upon tasks 
• individually, to refrain from vandalism or personal violence 
• collectively, to refrain from rioting and insurrection 

Some of the duties of employers are:  

• to provide work suited to each person's strength, gender, and age 
• to respect the dignity of workers and not treat them as bondsmen 

Principles 

The encyclical mentions several fundamental principles to guide relationships between 
capital and labor.  

Dignity of the person 



To respect their workers' dignity in the workplace, employers should:  

• give time off from work to worship God, and to fulfill family obligations; 
• give periods of rest, not expecting work for long hours that preclude adequate 

sleep; 
• not require work under unsafe conditions with danger of bodily harm; 
• not require work under immoral conditions that endanger the soul; 
• pay a fair daily wage(living wage), for which employees should give a full day's 

work. 
• condemns the use of child labor as interfering with education and the 

development of children.  
• Women preferred to work at home. 

Common good 

The primary purpose of a state is to provide for the common good. All people have 
equal dignity regardless of social class, and a good government protects the rights and 
cares for the needs of all its members, rich and poor. Everyone can contribute to the 
common good in some important way. The Catechism of the Catholic Church lists 
three principal aspects of the common good: 1) respect for the human person and his 
rights; 2) social well-being and development; and 3) peace, "the stability and security of 
a just order.  

Rights and duties of property ownership 

Private ownership, is the natural right of man, and to exercise that right, especially as 
members of society, is not only lawful, but absolutely necessary 

Whoever has received from the divine bounty a large share of temporal blessings, 
whether they be external and material, or gifts of the mind, has received them for the 
purpose of using them for the perfecting of his own nature, and, at the same time, that 
he may employ them, as the steward of God's providence, for the benefit of others 

Preferential option for the poor 

Leo emphasizes the dignity of the poor and working classes.  

As for those who possess not the gifts of fortune, they are taught by the Church that in 
God's sight poverty is no disgrace, and that there is nothing to be ashamed of in 
earning their bread by labor. 

The richer class have many ways of shielding themselves, and stand less in need of 
help from the State; whereas the mass of the poor have no resources of their own to 
fall back upon, and must chiefly depend upon the assistance of the State.  
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Right of association 

Civil society exists to protect the common good and preserve the rights of all equally. 
Private societies serve various special purposes within civil society. Trade unions are 
one type of private society "The most important of all are workingmen's unions, Other 
private societies are families, business partnerships, and religious orders.  

Leo strongly supported the right of private societies to exist and govern themselves:  

The State should watch over these societies of citizens banded together in accordance 
with their rights, but it should not thrust itself into their peculiar concerns and their 
organization. 

Leo supported unions, yet opposed at least some parts of the then emerging labor 
movement. He urged workers, if their union seemed on the wrong track, to form 
alternative associations.  

He deplored government suppression of religious orders and other Catholic 
organizations 

2. Pope John Paul II March 25 1995 Evangelium Vitae (Gospel of Life) 
 
 Pope John Paul II sees the destruction of human dignity and integrity is caused by 

society embracing glamor of death. Man is called to a fullness of life which far exceeds 

the dimensions of his earthly existence, because it consists in sharing the very life of 

God. He wrote, "Whatever is opposed to life itself, such as any type of  

murder, genocide, abortion, euthanasia, or willful self-destruction; whatever 

violates the integrity of the human person, such as mutilation, torments 

inflicted on body or mind, attempts to coerce the will itself; whatever 

insults human dignity, such as sub-human living conditions, arbitrary 

imprisonment, deportation, slavery, prostitution, the selling of women 

and children; as well as disgraceful working conditions, where people are 

treated as mere instruments of gain rather than as free and responsible 

persons; all these things and others like them . . . poison human society 

. . . They are a supreme dishonor to the Creator" 
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3. Pope Francis October 3, 2020 Fratelli Tutti (Brethren) 

Racism 

The encyclical asserts that racism is a virus that quickly mutates and, instead of 
disappearing, goes into hiding, and lurks in waiting." It also condemns believers who 
continue to "support varieties of narrow and violent nationalism, and contempt, and 
even the mistreatment of those who are different".  

Immigration 

If every human being possesses an inalienable dignity, if all people are my brothers 
and sisters, and if the world truly belongs to everyone, then it matters little whether my 
neighbor was born in my country or elsewhere. 

Francis supports the cause of immigrants, saying: "No one, then, can remain excluded 
because of his or her place of birth, much less because of privileges enjoyed by others 
who were born in lands of greater opportunity.  

The Pope also calls for the establishment of the concept of "full citizenship" and the 
rejection of the discriminatory use of the expression "minorities". The pope insists that 
differences among people are a gift, and that the whole is more than the total of its 
single parts.  

In the encyclical, Pope Francis states the way the COVID-19 pandemic was managed 
by world countries has shown a failure in global cooperation. In the encyclical, he calls 
for the development of a mid- to long-term "form of global governance" which would 
have the means to provide "effective assistance for integrating migrants in their 
receiving countries, while also promoting the development of their countries of origin 
through policies inspired by solidarity, yet not linking assistance to ideological 
strategies and practices alien or contrary to the cultures of the peoples being assisted." 
Francis also calls for a reform of the United Nations to prevent it from being 
"delegitimized 

Interreligious relations 

The encyclical is inspired by the Abu Dhabi declaration. All descendants spiritually 
from Abraham’ In the encyclical, Pope Francis states the Abu Dhabi declaration "was 
no mere diplomatic gesture, but a reflection born of dialogue and common 
commitment”. “We, the believers of the different religions, know that our witness to God 
benefits our societies" and "We Christians ask that, in those countries where we are a 
minority, we be guaranteed freedom, even as we ourselves promote that freedom for 
non-Christians in places where they are a minority"  

Good Samaritan 
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The Pope also urges people to "be Good Samaritans who bear the pain of other 
people's troubles rather than fomenting greater hatred and resentment”. In the same 
section, Pope Francis also criticizes those who believe that worshipping God is enough 
and are untrue to what their faith demands of them. Also, Francis points at those who 
"manipulate and cheat society" and "live off" welfare.  

Universal fraternity 

Let us dream, then, as a single human family, as fellow travelers sharing the same 
flesh, as children of the same earth which is our common home, each of us bringing 
the richness of his or her beliefs and convictions, each of us with his or her own voice, 
brothers and sisters all. The Pope criticizes the Declaration of the Rights of Man and of 
the Citizen and the Universal Declaration of Human Rights for being abstract in 
essence, stating that equality cannot be attained by "an abstract proclamation that 'all 
men and women are equal'. Instead, it is the result of the conscious and careful 
cultivation of fraternity.  

Dignity of women 

In the encyclical, Pope Francis strives to ensure the situation of women globally is 
taken more into account; he also stated: "The organization of societies worldwide is still 
far from reflecting clearly that women possess the same dignity and identical rights as 
men."  

Capital punishment 

Pope Francis repeats that the death penalty is "inadmissible" and that "there can be no 
stepping back from this position."] He adds that the Catholic Church is committed to the 
worldwide abolition of the death penalty;  

In the encyclical, Pope Francis states the way the COVID-19 pandemic was managed 
by world countries has shown a failure in global cooperation.] In the encyclical, he calls 
for the development of a mid- to long-term "form of global governance" which would 
have the means to provide "effective assistance for integrating migrants in their 
receiving countries, while also promoting the development of their countries of origin 
through policies inspired by solidarity, yet not linking assistance to ideological 
strategies and practices alien or contrary to the cultures of the peoples being assisted."  

Francis also calls for a reform of the United Nations to prevent it from being 
"delegitimized".  

Economy 

Francis warns against selfishness in the economy, and against financial speculation 
which "continues to wreak havoc." Human dignity must be put "back at the center".The 
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Pope considers that a good economic policy is one which creates jobs, not one which 
removes them.  

 

Private property 

Francis accepts the right to property, but states that this right "can only be considered 
a secondary natural right" when compared to human dignity. Francis attempts to 
reorient the right to property as a responsibility for the care of the whole planet:  

War 

With the money spent on weapons and other military expenditures, let us establish a 
global fund that can finally put an end to hunger and favor development in the most 
impoverished countries, so that their citizens will not resort to violent or illusory 
solutions, or have to leave their countries in order to seek a more dignified life. Francis 
says that wars can no longer be considered justifiable, as the risks of war exceed any 
supposed benefits  
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